VRC Newsletter — 7th November 2016

General Manager’s Message
The 167th VRC’s Annual Anniversary Cocktail Reception was a huge
success. Check out the Victoria Recreation Club, Hong Kong’s Facebook page for

all the photos from the night. Plus the memento sign in photo of the two Clubs
will be hung on the wall at Emerald Bay VRC for all to see very soon.

The Club is continuing with the boundary works at Deepwater Bay. Good
progress has been made and all works should be completed soon. The Club will
have a slightly different but more usable layout than previously. The new sea
wall also protects the club better from high swells and waves. We will also
designate more BBQ areas to fulfil members’ requirements along with an
additional double sink and preparation station. We have also replaced and
added spot lights to the external area to provide safe and a more comfortable
environment at night time.

There will also be improvement works on the embankment at the front of the
Deep Water Bay Club that will start this month. These works will continue over
the winter period and should be completed by the spring of the New Year. |
sincerely apologise to members for any inconvenience these works will cause.
At Emerald Bay, and for our members’ safety, we are discussing submitting an
application to the Marine Dept for Emerald Bay to be a “no water ski zone”. We
are looking at building two multi-purpose function rooms with air conditioning
in the Club house and considering other improvements.

The Dragon Run will be on 12" November this year, which the Club has
co-organised. It sees many members and staff competing. Good luck them to
all. With many paddlers flying in from overseas it will be quite a competitive
event. In case you don’t know the race begins at Clearwater Bay Beach to HK
Sea School, Stanley - a mere 24k! | do hope members will support this event.
Please check the schedule for the events this month. We have lots on offer for
members. As next month we will enter into the festive season look out for
some Christmas related activities at both Clubs including the annual “Trim a
Tree” !Hope to see you at the Clubs soon.

Best regards, Robert Cook


https://www.facebook.com/victoriarecreationclub.com.hk/

Events at the Clubs
VRC, RedPaddleCo, Ovolo Hotels and HKSUPBA invites you to “Unleash the Red
Dragon” on Thursday 10th November at 4pm at Deep Water Bay. Come race in

teams of 4, incl. 1 female, at the inaugural “Red Dragon Race” a 4-person SUP
board race around a 200m course. RedPaddleCo is providing the 22ft long, 34”
wide Red Dragon SUP boards and to recharge all teams, Castelo Concept has
very kindly donated food for the competitors and spectators after the race!

A Working Bee and BBQ has been arranged for Sunday 13™ November from
noon at Emerald Bay. Please join the Convenor’s Group there to clear rocks and
other debris followed by a sausage sizzle. The sausages are sponsored by Taste_
Matters. RSVP with Deep at Emerald Bay or call the Club on 2792 2721.

The Emerald Bay Race is back on - a joint sailing event between VRC, Hebe
Haven Yacht Club and Cruisers Owners Association to raise funds for the
Children’s Cancer Foundation. Yachts, motorboats, dinghies and canoes will
race various courses from Hebe Haven to the VRC on Sunday 19t November
from 2pm. A hog roast will be served from 6pm and an opportunity to camp or
anchor nearby overnight. Please register ASAP to reserve a place on a boat and
atent! See attached for more information.

The Medusa File an exciting thriller written by one of the VRC members will be
launched at Emerald Bay on 2™ December at 5.30 pm onwards. Please come
along to support James R. Stevenson, as seen in the Sai Kung Magazine, and buy
a signed copy of his first book. See the flyer attached here, on the Notice
Boards and around Sai Kung town.

Decorate the Christmas trees at VRC. Both Deep Water Bay and Emerald Bay
will have Christmas Trees delivered soon and will need decorating. Children are
invited to come along on Saturday, 10t December at Emerald Bay and Sunday,
11t December at Deep Water Bay. See the invitation attached and on the
Notice Boards. Similar to last year, DIY Christmas decorations will be available
for children to make along with their favourite food. For the adults the VRC
offer homemade mulled wine and mince pies. Please book before 5t
December to ensure we have sufficient mulled wine! Cheers!

VRC Paddle Section. Huge congratulations to VRC men for their 3rd place in the
Masters category of the famous Molokai Hoe race in Hawaii. They completed the
race in 6:02:18 placing them in 35th position overall. The second VRC men crew
also had a great performance completing the race in 6:30:00. Also huge
congrats to the VRC women for placing 2nd in both 1500m and long distances
finals at the Micronesia Cup in Palau. Great results, well done team!

Bill Thorley, at only 14 years of age, swam solo in the Clean Half on 8t

October. He was accompanied part of the way by his father Ken. Here’s Ken’s


http://www.redpaddleco.com/
http://www.ovolohotels.com/
http://www.hksupba.com/
http://www.tastematters.com.hk/
http://www.tastematters.com.hk/
mailto:EMB@victoriarecreationclub.com.hk?subject=EMB%20Working%20Bee%20

story: “About half way through the 15km race, crossing Chung Hum Kok Bay,
and about 2km to the nearest land, his hopeless old father who was paddling as
his kayak support, realised that he couldn’t keep up with Bill any longer. Falling
behind, | called out to Bill to continue on his own, as | was going to take a
short-cut and would meet up with him on the other side of Round Island. But
struggling in the face of a strong wind, | still could not get to the intended
rendezvous point before him, which meant that Bill had to swim the entire 2nd
half of the race on his own, without food, water, or a safety craft. With great
concern about what might have happened to him, | eventually phoned ahead to
a friend on a boat at the finish line and asked if he could see him, and if not, to
pilot his boat back to find him. My friend called back and told me that Bill was
approaching the finish line, laughing and waving!

Someone on another boat said that, somewhere out in the ocean, they saw Bill
on his side, rolled up in a ball, and then eventually started swimming again.
When | asked Bill about this later, he told me that he had experienced an ocean
swimmers’ worst nightmare: a cramp (not surprising as he had been forced to
swim without drinks). But he didn’t panic; he just floated, reached down and
stretched it out.

Bill’s 3 hours and 45 minutes of composure, endurance, and bravery was truly
remarkable. As for me, my friend piloted his wonderful motorised cruiser back
to somewhere between Round and Middle Island, and collected the failed

paddler and kayak”.

General News

Camping at Emerald Bay. Don’t have a tent. Don’t worry! Tents will be
available for hire at the Club from 19th November. There are now 4-person,
6-person, 8-person and even a 10-person tent. The Club’s staff will help
assemble and disassemble them all you need to bring is your bedding and
headlight! This is the best time of year to go camping in HK so make the most
of it! Book with VRC Staff at Emerald Bay here.

Congratulations to the following newly appointed Ordinary Members to the
Club

Mr Bruce Seymour

Mr Sven Boekhorst

Mr Chan Chun Cheung

Mr Chow Wai Yip

Mr Paul Gunn

Mr C.K. Hsui

Mr Keith Holder



Mr Alastair Haigh-Smith
Mr Peter Lau

Mr Lam Chit Wing
Ms Josephine Loh
Mr Kris Marin

Mr Ryan Millen

Mr Stephen Neary
Mr Gian Pesci

Ms Claire Price

Mr Simon Pyle

Mr Anthony Steains
Mr James Saunders
Mr James Stevenson
Mr Fabrice Turries
Mr Jason Taper

Mr David Mclintyre
Mr George Tullis
Mr Adam Upton
Mr S.K. Wong

Mr Trevor Willis

Ms Jennifer Yung
Dr. Philip Wong

Members’ attention is drawn to the paragraph in the Chairman's Report to the
AGM concerning our trees at Emerald Bay. It was pointed out at the AGM, and
confirmed by several senior members of the GC that the passage was factually
incorrect. It was agreed, and is therefore now withdrawn in total. Any

inconvenience and confusion is very much regretted.

Finally we're moving: note that the VRC'’s office will move from Causeway Bay to
9th/F Technology Plaza, 651 King’s Road, Quarry Bay (Tel: 2178 2221/2178 2222)

from 1st December 2016. Please do come by to say hello and meet the staff.
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If you would like to be added to the mailing list, include an article in next
month’s Newsletter or would like further information on any of the above,

please contact the Events Manager Jo at events@victoriarecreationclub.com.hk.
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